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WOLF HOLLOW CAPTURED
By Steve Jones

On Saturday morning, July 20, ECOS
cosponsored a major event with Mohawk Hudson
Land Conservancy (MHLC) at Wolf Hollow, near
West Glenville, NY. MHLC secured approval with
Schenectady County, which owns the lands, and
ECOS supplied the walk leader, Kurt Hollocher, a
professor of geology at Union College. The event
was booked solid; although the dire forecast -pretty much the highest possible temperatures and
humidity -- kept numbers down to around 20,
everyone chose to do the full mile stretch.
First we heard from Mark King, executive
director of MHLC, who described MHLC’s efforts
to make the road open to the public -- and to keep it
that way; if the County gives up ownership of the
road, it will become the property of adjacent land
owners and be forever lost to the public.
Then Kurt provided an in-depth exploration
of the dramatic tectonics that formed this section of
the state. Along the way he showed us up-front
examples of our geological history, and we were
treated to numerous wild flowers and occasional
fauna (e.g. frogs and butterflies).

Thanks to MHLC’s negotiations and Pete
Bednarek of Wolf Hollow Brewing Company, the
event was capped off by free pints and socializing at
the brewery.

Kurt Hollocher
leading the tour of
Wolf Hollow

Wolf
Hollow
Brewery
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From the President’s desk. . .
The news we hear about the environment
these days is alarming. “One million species face
extinction, U.N. report says. And humans will
suffer as a result” stated a Washington Post
headline on May 6. The report of the U.N.
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), the
most comprehensive such report ever completed, is
a call to action before more irreversible damage is
done.
The report asserts that human activities
“threaten more species now than ever before;”
around 25% of species in plant and animal groups
are vulnerable, and around one million species
“already face extinction, many within decades.”
The rate of extinction is “tens to hundreds of times
higher, than it has averaged over the past 10 million
years,” and without drastic alterations in human
activity there

will be a “further acceleration” in the global rate of
species extinction. This “means grave impacts on
people around the world are now likely,” the report
says.
Five main drivers of the “unprecedented”
biodiversity and ecosystem change over the past 50
years are identified. Climate change is only one of the
drivers
Changes in land and sea use—think roads, housing
developments, deforestation, mining,.
 Direct exploitation of organisms—think
overfishing, overgrazing, overharvesting.
 Climate change—extreme weather, droughts,
floods, extreme heat, ocean acidification, ...
 Pollution—agricultural and industrial runoff; trash,
especially plastics; acid rain; pesticides.
 Invasive species—zebra mussel, water chestnut,
Japanese knotweed, emerald ash borer.
“Transformative change” is needed, the report
states. A fundamental rethinking and redirection of our
economy is essential. The essential “ecosystem
services” provided by the natural world, such as
pollination, water cycling and carbon sequestration,
undergird human life, indeed all life, and need to be
recognized and valued. And the biodiversity that is
essential to their functioning must be preserved.
I came upon this poignant comment about loss of
biodiversity in the NY Times comment section: “When


I was a child in upstate New York, I would mow our hayfield and
it would stir up hundreds of insects per foot. Bluebirds and
swallows followed my tractor. Today, that same field has no
insects at all. They are all gone. No pesticides were ever used
directly on the field. Gone too are the birds, toads, frogs, owls,
and hawks that preyed up the food chain. The one arthropod that
has gotten more numerous is the tick, because there are so many
deer. The deer are so numerous because humans have killed all of
the coyotes and wolves. The deer eat all of the maple saplings
down to the ground, so there are no new maples. The environment
has essentially been destroyed in thirty years, but very few seem
to notice.” (“ Purple Dog”, Washington, DC)

“…but very few seem to notice…” That’s one
reason ECOS is needed. We get people outside…and
we lead them to notice, and to value, the natural world
around them.
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Waste Not, Want Not…Perhaps
The Geology of Wolf Hollow
By Janet Hollocher

Recycling is in crisis. China, formerly the
largest buyer of our recyclable materials, has
stopped buying recyclable commodities from the
US. Too much waste was included in the
commodities sent for recycling.
Plastic bags are the biggest culprit. Their
inclusion in recycle materials causes huge delays
in sorting by clogging up the sorting machines
and forcing them to shut down. Careless sorting
results in other non-recyclable items being
included in recycling bins as well.
Waste is accumulating beyond the
capacity of landfill sites. Recycled materials can
be used in a variety of new products, but, as yet,
often not cost effectively.
There are a number of actions that
individuals can take to decrease the volume of
waste.
Buy only what you need and will use.
Buy recycled when possible.
Buy products with minimum packaging. Urge
companies to evaluate their packaging
Donate useable items—clothing, household
goods, furniture—to an organization that
can use or redistribute them
Compost food waste, as well as garden and
yard waste. if you can, or support a
community composting effort
To encourage organizations to consider
composting, ECOS is planning an informational
session for area clergy to explore the feasibility of
implementing composting for their congregations.
Watch for more information.

To visit Wolf Hollow is to travel back in time
to the Ordovician geologic period, roughly half a
billion years ago, when a continental collision
changed the eastern margin of North America.
The steep, mile-long ravine of Wolf Hollow
was eroded by the Chaughtanoonda Creek, flowing
into the Mohawk River at Glenville, N.Y. The
stream runs from north to south, where the rocks have
been broken and weakened by Hoffman's fault, 450
million years old.
In the Ordovician period, North America was
a small continent, mostly covered by ocean, lying just
south of the Equator. Trees and forests had not yet
come to the land, where there were algae and fungi,
but few, if any, plants or animals.
Yet the oceans were teeming with life. A rich
variety of animals lived in the warm waters, including
starfish, sea urchins, corals, jawless fish, and squidlike predators. The land beneath Wolf Hollow lay at
the edge of the North American continent, on the
shore of the Iapetus Ocean. Shells of bivalves, snails,
and corals built up in thick layers, later to become the
limestones and dolomites of the Beekmantown
Group, the oldest rock layer seen at this location.
The Iapetus Ocean was closing. The Taconic
island arc was approaching North America, shrinking
the ocean between the continents. Taconic volcanoes
shed sediments into the ocean, where layers of clay
formed the Utica Shale, and currents poured silt into
the Schenectady formation. As North America's
oceanic crust bent beneath the Taconic arc, faults
opened. At Wolf Hollow, Hoffman's fault dropped
east side rocks more than 700 feet. Younger Utica
Do We?
Shale faces older Beekmantown limestone across the
Occasionally, an opportunity arises to hold an
fault; even the botany contrasts at this unique
ECOS
event
that is not in the Newsletter. For
location.
example, a tour of BioSoil (https://
www.biosoil.farm/) was held too late to be noted in
the last Newsletter. To alert you to those events, we
need your email address and we promise you will not
be inundated. If you already supplied the
information, no need to reply. If not, send to
info@ECOSny.
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An ECOS Summer in the Park

Their reward is knowing that they are
building a greater sense of environmental awareness
and appreciation in kids who need it,—not only for
school, but for life in general. In the future, when
they look at Iroquois or any other lake, they will
know that it isn't just fish in there, but mayflies,
water fleas, and all the other organisms and material
that make for a healthy lake. And they will have
the same understanding for the complexities of
woods and streams and animals and insects, and the
interconnectedness and interrelatedness of them all.
And just maybe, by letting them the kids get
their hands on a microscope for the first time, or do a
little measuring or investigating, the volunteers will
turn on a light in a few of them and create some
future scientists or environmental researchers.

Summer's in full swing, and ECOS is in there
swinging with a menu of programs and activities.
By far, the biggest undertaking is ECOS volunteers
bringing environmental lessons to more than 300
elementary schoolkids -- third and fourth-graders -enrolled in the Schenectady City School District's
Summer Enrichment Program. This program, now in
its third year, was started to address the "summer
slide" problem, which sees disadvantaged kids make
academic progress during the school year, but then
backslide during summer when they are no longer
exposed to the same kind of learning activities and
opportunities. The program, which runs from days a
week from 8 am to 6 pm, with three with meals, is a
mixture of arts and crafts, pure fun activities like
swimming and tennis, and hands-on learning.
That's where ECOS comes in. Over four
weeks, from July 8 to Aug. 1, our volunteers will be
at the park Tuesdays and Thursdays, for two onehour sessions each day. In each session we will be
working with 72-80 kids, broken up into four groups
of 18-20, all groups doing a different activities. The
kids will rotate to a different activity every week, so
that by the end of the program they will have done
them all. Those activities are: taking water samples
from Iroquois Lake and examining them under a
microscope; stream study; tree and plant
identification, with walks in the woods; and animal
tracks. After the first two weeks, the water sampling
will switch to bees and beekeeping.

Exploring a stream
in Central Park.

18th Annual ECOS Rachel Carson Celebration

Tuesday, November 19th
Van Curler Room, SUNY Schenectady
ECOS’ Arts and Experience Silent Auction
This is our big fundraising event and will be
held along with the Rachel Carson Celebration.
Please contact Jen Insull i(nsullj@gmail.com 518269-0387 )or info@ecosny.org with questions or
ideas for the silent auction donations.
Call for Nominations for the Rachel Carson Award

The nominee should exemplify the life and values of
Rachel Carson and should reside in the greater Capital
Region. Award based on the following criteria:
 Creation of awareness of the environment
 Concern and stewardship of the environment
 Embodies the characteristics of courage,
perseverance, tenacity, and vigilance.
Please submit your nominee’s name and contact
information plus a brief description of why they
deserve the award. Mail to: ECOS PO Box 9118,
Niskayuna, NY 12309 or email to: info@ecosny.org
with Rachel Carson nominee in the subject line.

ECO'S volunteers Peter Tobiesson and Art Clayman
showing Schenectady students life in Central Park
waters.
ECOS has 22 volunteers, including two
Union College interns, involved in the program,—
some for a number of sessions, some for all of them.
We appreciate them taking time from their busy
summer schedules to participate in this worthwhile
program.
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Greenhouse Gases: Net Zero Emissions
in New York State by 2050

ECOS’ Tuesday Walk at Woods Hollow
September 17—Jackie Donnelly will lead a walk
at Woods Hollow Nature Preserve on September
17. This preserve near Ballston Spa offers a
variety of habitats, from sand plain to forested
pond to upland pine woods. We should expect to
see plants from each of those habitats, including
horse nettle, sand jointweed, blue curls, and maybe
(if we look closely enough) yellow bartonia. I hope
we find lots of interesting fungi as well.

In June, New York set an ambitious goal in the
race to avoid catastrophic climate change. The
Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act of
2019 (CLCPA) set targets for greenhouse gas
reductions throughout the State's economy.
New York is in the top 10 U.S. states in its
emissions of greenhouse gases. Carbon dioxide
(CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O) and
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) are the greenhouse gases
that that contribute most to warming the atmosphere.

To get a preview of what this preserve is
like, check out Jackie’s blog post from a visit
during September of 2018: https://
saratogawoodswaters.blogspot.com/2018/09/
sandplain-and-creekbank-fall-flowers.html.
To reach the parking area for Woods
Hollow, approach Northline Road. on Route 50.
Northline Road lies south of the village of Ballston
Spa. Turn west at the light onto Northline
Road. Watch carefully for the entrance to a
parking area as you climb the hill and before you
reach the next intersection at Rowland Street.

ECOS’ Tuesday Walk at Thacher Park
September 24—We’ll look for late blooming
wildflowers, fall fruits, and early autumn colors as
we walk in the park and take in the views from the
escarpment trail. Meet leader Nancy Engel at
Thacher Visitor Center, 830 Thacher Park Road.
Call 518-872-0800 for more information.

(edited from NYSDEC, 2015)
Transportation, heating, cooking, and
electricity are our main sources of greenhouse gas
emissions, so that's where most of the reductions must
be made. We'll still travel, cook, keep warm in the
winter, and turn on the lights but we'll do so without
using fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, gasoline, or natural
gas.
In the next 30 years, we'll not only stop adding
greenhouse gases to the atmosphere, but we'll also
take measures to remove gases that are already there.
That's where "net zero" comes in.
By 2050, we'll decrease our greenhouse gas
emissions to a level that's 15% of 1990, the baseline
year. To achieve zero, we'll offset the remaining 15%
with carbon-removal activities, such tree-planting and
agricultural practices that store carbon in the soil.
We face an immense task, but with
information and commitment we can succeed.
-- Janet Hollocher

ECOS’ Bike Ride a Good Bet
If you missed this great ride when we did it
last year, here’s another chance.
We will start out from the bike trail parking
lot accessed from Williams Street, off the rotary at
Balltown and Aqueduct roads. Then we will walk
the bikes across Aqueduct (activating the new stop
light for traffic there), get back on the trail and take
it under Freemans Bridge, all the way to the
Mohawk Harbor site. There we will see the Alco
Heritage Trail, a picturesque harbor with boats in
the harbor, the casino, and some beautiful views of
the river.
The ride will be at a leisurely pace on easy
terrain. Helmut required. Kids over 12 welcome if
accompanied by an adult. Aug. 14th at 5 p.m.
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PARTNER EVENTS
2-Aug Turtle Time

2:00 PM

APB

2-Aug Family Meander
3-Aug Wild Mushroom Walk

10:00 AM
1:00 PM

APB
MHLC

4-Aug Backcountry Safety
4-Aug Little Critters in the Lake

10:00 AM
2:00 PM

MHLC
TCHR

6-Aug Batty for Bats
10:00 AM
In September, ECOS will lead a walk in the
7-Aug Volkssporters 5K & 10K Walk, Saratoga 8:30 AM
Reist Preserve for more than100 first-year Union
students. ECOS experts will lead the walk along with 7-Aug Batty for Bats
10:00 AM
a discussion of wetlands, plant and animal species in
7-Aug Turtle Time
2:00 PM
the preserve.
8-Aug After Work Hike
5:30 PM
The event will start at Union's Kelly Adirondack
Center, 897 St. David's Lane, Niskayuna. September 9-Aug Turtle Time
2:00 PM
6th, 6:30 p.m.
10-Aug Buzz of the Pine Bush Bees
1:00 PM

APB
VLKS

For Union College Students

10-Aug Milkweed and Monarch Conservation
13-Aug Explore Six Mile Waterworks
And on September 25th at 5p.m., ECOS will 13-Aug "Aye-Oh River"
be visiting campus for a student-led tour of Octopus'
14-Aug Explore Six Mile Waterworks
Garden. This is an organic garden maintained by
volunteers who work to provide fresh organic veggies 14-Aug Turtle Time
for the student-run Ozone Cafe on campus, and for
15-Aug Family Nature Jounaling
donation to the City Mission through the Campus
15-Aug Lecture: The Turtles of New York
Kitchens project. The garden is located on the south
16-Aug Turtle Time
16-Aug Hike to Hang Glider Cliff
16-Aug Batty for Bats
LUNCH ON THE FARM
17-Aug Macroinvertabrate for teens and adults
18-Aug History Hike: The Great Dune
20-Aug After Work Hike
21-Aug Turtle Time

By Union College Students

23-Aug Turtle Time
24-Aug Life Under a Rotting Log

From now until the end of August, Vale
Urban Farm will be holding Saturday lunches using
their vegetables, Panera donations and food cooked
by farm members. The organizers have extended a
special invitation for ECOS members to bring food
and join their community for lunch.
It's a chance to see a well-run, bountiful
urban farm, meet some nice people, and eat some
good food. August 3rd, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Bring your
appetite. Light rain fine. Heavy rain cancels, with a
rain check for another day.

10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
2:00 PM
10:00 AM
6:30 PM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:30 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
2:00 PM
2:00 PM
10:00 AM

24-Aug Campfire Storytelling
28-Aug Turtle Time

6:30 PM
2:00 PM

30-Aug Turtle Time
31-Aug Wildlife Presentation
31-Aug Antlions: Ferocious Sand Creatures
1-Sep Hawk Migration Watch
7-Sep Forest Therapy: A guided Walk
13-Sep Full Moon Hike
14-Sep Volkssporters 5K & 10K Walk, Northville

2:00 PM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
10:00 AM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
10:00 AM

SEE PARTNER KEY, PAGE 7
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Partner Event Key
APB
MHLC
TCHR
VLKS

Albany Pine Bush www,albanypinebush.org
info@albanypinebush.org
Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy mohawkhudson.org 518-436-6346
Thacher Park
https://parks.ny.gov 518-872-1237
Volkssporters
www.walkescv.org

A Book of Deep Environmentalism
If you’re looking for a book about nature to read for the summer, or
to give as a gift, look no further. Here’s a superb one. It’s called “On Trails: An
Exploration,” by Robert Moor.
Mr. Moor started thinking about trails — and all they do and mean —
during his own long trek along the famed Appalachian Trail. He spent the next
seven years traveling the globe and exploring trails of all kinds —from ancient
fossil trails to invisible ant trails; from Indian trails to modern hiking trails that
span continents and even oceans; from migration routes to the Internet.
The result is this book in which Mr. Moor ties all these disparate side
trails into one cohesive, understandable whole. Nearly every page provides
insight, understanding and original thought — all beautifully expressed. Mr.
Moor’s writing is as elegant as his ideas are brilliant.
See the world around you in a new and deeper way.

ECOS Membership
ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse
P.O. Box 9118, Niskayuna, NY 12309 518-370-4125
Please check your membership contribution level.
____$40 Individual

____$75 Donor/Organization

____$125 Sustainer

——$50 Family

—— $100 Supporter

____$250 Benefactor
____$500 Patron

Name______________________________________________________Phone_________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
Email____________________________________
____As a GE employee (or retiree), my contribution is eligible for GE Foundation Matching Funds. I have
registered with GE for the matching gift by computer at www.gefoundation.com. If you do not have computer
access, call customer service at 1-800-305-0669.
____My employer will match my contribution. I’ve enclosed my matching gift form.
____I would like to be a volunteer. Please send me more information.
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ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse is located in the Niskayuna Community Center, 2682 Aqueduct Rd. Niskayuna, NY.

DATES AND EVENTS TO REMEMBER
11/19
TBD

Rachel Carson Dinner
Holiday Party

Anytime Seven Preserve Challenge

ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse is a non-political, not-for-profit organization. Our mission is to provide environmental
information and educational opportunities that enhance appreciation of the natural world, build a community that is aware and
knowledgeable about environmental issues, and advocate informed action to preserve our natural resources. ECOS is funded
through the support of our members and the community.
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