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Aaron Mair Wins ECOS Rachel Carson Award
Aaron Mair, a resident of Schenectady, has been president of the national Sierra Club since
2015. He's a graduate of Binghamton University. He was a leader in the fight against the Answers Project in Albany, the trash burning operation that spewed toxic fumes on Albany's
poorest neighborhoods. He also led the movement to dredge the Hudson River of
PCBs. Aaron has received the EPA Environmental Quality Award for his work on the cleanup of the Hudson. He also served as a board member of the New York League of Conservation Voters, and founded the Arbor Hill Environmental Justice Corporation.

Last call for Rachel Carson Celebration 2016
dinner registrations and auction donations.
See insert for details.
Thursday, October 13th at 5:00 PM
Schenectady County Community College, Van Curler Room
Linda White, Guest Speaker for Rachel Carson Celebration
Linda has been a park ranger since 1981 with the National Park Service at Saratoga National
Historical Park in the natural and cultural resource management division. Inventory and monitoring of the park’s vital signs, namely water quality, white-tail deer, birds, forests, grasslands,
phenology, as well as land use history are part of her duties. Identification and management of
invasive species, herbarium collection, prescribed fire, climate and weather are also part of the
program Linda handles. Most rewarding for her is conducting walks and organizing interpretive programs showcasing the natural and cultural history and sharing the sense of wonder that
can be found at the battlefield.
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Office Phone: (518) 370-4125
E-mail: info@ecosny.org
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Executive Director: Patrick Clear
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Board of Directors
President
Will Seyse
Vice President for Programs
Art Clayman
Vice President for Outreach
Arden Rauch

iGive.com

Secretary
Holly Hawkes

Shopping online this Holiday Season? If you are then you can
support your favorite charity, AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOU,
by visiting www.iGive.com. Over 800 of you favorite stores
and catalogs participate in this program in which the retailer
donates a portion of your purchase to your favorite charity. In
addition, there are special discounts and sales available through
iGive.com. ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse has
raised over $200 through this program so far.

Treasurer
Bruce Bonacquist
Patricia Doyle
Margaret Litwin
Juliana Post-Good
Darwin Roosa
Peter Tobiessen

Roberta Farrell
Jim Ormsbee
Rick Robinson
William Shapiro
Barbara Walton

ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse
is a non-political, not-for-profit organization.
Our mission is to provide environmental
information and educational opportunities that
enhance appreciation of the natural world,
to build a community that is aware and
knowledgeable about environmental issues,
and to advocate informed action to preserve
our natural resources. ECOS is funded through
the support of our members and the community.
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COME WALK WITH US,
FOR FUN, FITNESS
AND FRIENDSHIP
EMPIRE STATE
CAPITAL VOLKSSPORTERS
samantha.vannness@nypa.gov

WALKING FOR A GREEN PLANET!
For more information, to read our newsletters
and see our walk schedule,
go to: www.walkescv.org

Shade Tree Meteorology LLC
http://www.shadetreemeteorology.com

Severe Weather Event Reconstruction
Dick Westergard
Certified Consulting Meteorologist
Tel 518-831-9374 Toll Free 888-580-0747 Fax 518-374-7743
Email: Dick.Westergard@shadetreemeteorology.com

PETE FRISONI
Owner

Fernfeather Designs
Jewelry Touched by Nature
Designs also by Request

BARK EATER TREE SERVICE
Technical Removals & Stump Grinding
Quality Pruning

Pauline Sue Liebig
6A Gurry Circle
Watervliet, NY 12189-2340
518.713.4860
fernfeatherdesigns@gmail.com

(518) 381-4325

Fully Insured for Your Protection

Bud & Sally Halsey

518-393-5711

Rowing Shells

Rentals
Lessons
Repairs
2855 Aqueduct Rd. Schenectady, N.Y. 12309
(off Balltown Rd. at Rexford Bridge)

3

ECOS NEWS
ECOS Seeking New Board Members and
Board Officers

Schenectady & Scotia Adopt
Single Stream Recycling

Of particular interest are potential Board Members
who are working in environmental advocacy, environmental oversight, or public education; or who possess grant writing skills. Members who live outside
of Schenectady County are also encouraged to become involved as Board Members. If you are interested in learning more, please contact Bruce Bonacquist at brucebonacquist@yahoo.com.

The City of Schenectady begins Single Stream Recycling on Monday, September 19th, and the Village of
Scotia begins on Tuesday, September 20th.
All recyclable material can be co-mingled into one
container for collection. Any containers still bearing
a Yellow or Blue recycling sticker will still be picked
up until the resident obtains the new Single Stream
Recycling sticker. The new Single Stream Recycling
stickers will be available at City Hall, Room 9.

If you have expertise in any of the aforementioned
areas, and wish to serve on an ECOS committee
rather than as a Board Member, please contact Patrick
Clear at info@ecosny.org.

For further assistance or questions regarding Single
Stream Recycling, please call 518-382-5144.
eBay Giving Works

ECOS Featherstonhaugh State Forest
Trail Work Day Tuesday, October 18 9:30 am

Did you receive a holiday gift you don’t want or
need? Sell it on eBay and support ECOS. eBay Giving Works is the dedicated program for charity listings where you can buy or sell items to support nonprofit organizations. This program enables you to list
items on eBay and donate part or all of the final sale
price to your favorite nonprofit organizations. Since
2000, more than $81 million has been raised for charity from listings sold on eBay worldwide. To learn

This is a great way to enjoy fall while clearing trails
for our winter ski trips. This area can be wet and
muddy so boots are recommended. You may bring
your own loppers, weed whackers, small saws, but
ECOS will supply some. To carpool meet at 9:00 at
Office Max opposite Rotterdam Square Mall. Or,
meet at the intersection of Harden Road and Lake
Road at 9:30. Bad weather cancels.

ECOS Membership
ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse, Inc.
P.O. Box 9118, Niskayuna, NY 12309 (518) 370-4125
Please check your membership contribution level.
____ $30. Individual
____ $55. Donor/Organization
____ $40. Family
____ $125. Sustainer

____ $250. Benefactor
____ $500. Patron
$____ Additional Donation

Please make your check payable to: ECOS
Name________________________________________________ Phone__________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
____ As a GE employee (or retiree) my contribution is eligible for GE Foundation Matching Funds. I
have registered with GE for the matching gift by computer at www.gefoundation.com. (If you do not
have computer access, call customer service at 1-800-305-0669.)
____ My employer will match my contribution. I’ve enclosed my matching gift form.
____ I would like to be a volunteer. Please send me more information.
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Celebrate the National Park Service’s Centennial
On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson
signed the bill creating a government agency, the National Park Service, dedicated to caring for America’s
National Parks. One hundred years later, the National Park Service persists and thrives. What started
in 1916 as a small band of 35 parks, established to
mostly preserve big western vistas and patrolled by
the Army, has evolved into a 412-park tapestry that
tells the story of America, and its vast and diverse
geology, history and ecology.
The agency is also home to a variety of programs that
promote conservation and preservation outside of the
boundaries of National Parks. Programs like the National Historic Landmark program which recognizes
properties of outstanding historic value to the Nation;
the National Natural Landmark program which recognizes superlative natural features in America; the
National Register of Historic Places which recognizes
historic buildings, structures and landscapes in America; and the National Heritage Area program which
takes a community based approach to recreation, conservation, and tourism.

A PLACE FOR FOLK 2016
Unitarian Universalist Society of Schenectady
1221 Wendell Avenue, Schenectady 12308
www.aplaceforfolk.org

President’s Letter

I hope you will be able to join us for the Rachel Carson dinner at SCCC on Thursday, October 13th. This
dinner has become a cornerstone for ECOS as Rachel
Carson’s legacy continues to guide the Environmental efforts around the world. It is fitting that we
honor someone each year, and while their background or achievements or efforts may vary considerably, the honor of our award stands on its own.
The spotlight we are able to place on the recipient
does justice to Rachel Carson’s efforts and to our
own existence. We also find it a fun night of fellowship and a great venue at our famed Community College. Please plan on joining us, and make your reservations as soon as possible.
Fall hikes have started and ECOS is busy planning
other activities to reach children and adults. If you
would like to help bring a program to a group, or
have an idea for a new type of program that would be
appropriate for ECOS to sponsor and promote, please
contact us with your ideas and availability.
Thanks for thinking of ECOS well enough to share
this newsletter with your friends and family. We
need and appreciate your continued support and any
effort to expand our membership base. I look forward to seeing you on a trail somewhere soon.
Will Seyse

ARE YOU READY?

Executive Director’s Report

VANCE GILBERT is coming!!

Our Fall walks have begun and we couldn’t have
asked for a better day for the first outing to Moreau
Lake State Park with mild temperature, sunshine and
lots to see.

Friday, October 14th at 7:30 pm
$20 per Adult, Students $10
Reservations Recommended.
Vance Gilbert burst onto the singer/songwriter scene
in the early 90's when buzz started spreading in the
folk clubs of Boston about an ex-multicultural arts
teacher who was knocking 'em dead at open mics.
Born and raised in the Philadelphia area, Vance
started out hoping to be a jazz singer, and then discovered his affinity for the storytelling sensibilities
of acoustic folk music.
Go to www.aplaceforfolk.org or call 518-377-0002
for more information.

I’d also like to welcome our newest board member
Jim Ormsbee to the Board of Directors and to remind
everyone that we are always looking for talented,
dedicated people like YOU to be on our Board of Directors or to volunteer on one of our committees.
And we need to say congratulations to the City of
Schenectady for becoming a single stream recycling
community and a thank you to the efforts of our
Schenectady Recycles committee for all their work
with the city to encourage and move this effort forward.
Patrick Clear
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ECOS: The Environmental Clearinghouse is located in the Niskayuna Community Center,
2682 Aqueduct Road, Niskayuna, NY.
Capital Region Renewable Energy Tour

Saturday, October 1

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Celebrate The National Solar Tour by visiting homes with solar and renewable energy like geothermal and the
ultra-energy-efficient homes. Join us Saturday, October 1. This list will be updated at www.nyses.org as new
locations are added. Descriptions of each home and the technology you will see can be seen at www.nyses.org
If you would like to add a tour of your location, please contact the Albany Section Chair:
coonjoan@gmail.com
Sites open are according to zip code:
01230
David Allard 61 Blue Hill Road, Great Barrington, MA
Solar heated dome home and collector array under construction.
12065
Paul and Joanne Coons 4 Balsam Way, Clifton Park, NY Email: coonjoan@gmail.com
12189
Stonehenge Associates Location of Project: 27 Cohoes Rd., Watervliet, NY, 12189
E-mail: apakatar@stonehenge-associates.com CC: bea@stonehenge-associates.com
12309
Richard & Heide Westergard 2766 Rosendale Rd, Niskayuna, NY Email: dick.westergard@gmail.com
12835
Adirondack Alternate Energy- Bruce R. Brownell Location of Project: 842 North Shore Rd., Hadley, NY
4.5 miles north of the Edinburg 4 corners (Fullers Store) on the right. Email: aaeinc@frontiernet.net
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